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be departing from the rule of non-violence. If some-
body else possesses more than I do, let him. But so far
as my own life has to be regulated I dare not possess
anything which I do not want. In India we have got
many millions of people who have to be satisfied with
one meal a day, and that meal consisting of chapaU
containing no fat in it and a pinch of salt. You and
I have no right to anything that we really have until
these many millions are clothed and fed. You and I,
who ought to know better, must adjust our wants, and
even undergo voluntary privation in order that they
may be nursed, fed, and clothed.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 384
I must confess that I do not draw a sharp or any
distinction between economics and ethics. Economics
that hurt the moral well-being of an individual or a
nation are immoral and, therefore, sinful. Thus, the
economics that permit one country to prey upon an-
other are immoral. It is sinful to buy and use articles
made by sweated labour.
Toung India, 13-10-'21
According to me the economic constitution of
India and for the matter of that of the world, should be
such that no one under it should suffer from want of
food and clothing. In other words, everybody should
be able to get sufficient work to enable him to make the
two ends meet. And this ideal can be universally utili-
zed only if the means of production of the elementary
necessaries of life remain in the control of the masses.
These should be freely available to all as God's air and
water are or ought to be; they should not be made a
vehicle of traffic for the exploitation of others. Their
monopolization by  any  country,  nation  or group of

